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“To dissuade and defeat threats as early and as far from U.S. borders as possible.” 
Student News 
 
The MDP-TF grows 
a little more interna-
tional as Second 
Lieutenant Alexandre 
Desrousseaux de 
Medrano begins his 
tour at the Naval 
Postgraduate School.   
     2LT Desrousseaux de Medrano 
is a third year student at the French 
Army Academy, the Ecole        
Spéciale Militaire de Saint-Cyr. 
Upon completion of his last year of 
training, he will promote to First 
Lieutenant and attend a one-year 
specialty school.  
     While at NPS, 2LT Desrous-
seaux de Medrano’s research will 
focus on identifying the U.S.   
strategy for the defense of its  
maritime approaches since 11   
September 2001, concentrating on 
three primary research thrusts:      
1) what are maritime approaches 
and why defend them (especially 
from the U.S. point of view), 2) 
what means and measures have 
been and are being implemented, 
and 3) on what areas does the U.S. 
need to focus (internal coordination 
and international cooperation)?  
     As a  long-t ime “Army 
brat,” 2LT Desrousseaux de 
Medrano has lived throughout 
France and also in the United 
States, with family members on 
assignment at the U.S. Army War 
College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 
and  the French Embassy in   
Washington, D.C.   
     Welcome aboard 2LT! 
Library Support of the Maritime  
Domain Protection Task Force 
 
The need for well-organized and easily      
accessible information on maritime and port 
security issues is not new, and since 9/11, the 
call for access to such information is more 
important and urgent than ever before. The 
Naval Postgraduate School’s Dudley Knox 
Library meets this need with a variety of  
readily available resources.   
    In support of the Department of Homeland 
Security and the school’s Center for Home-
land Defense and Security (CHDS), an open 
source Homeland Security Digital Library 
(HSDL) has been created.  This digital library 
provides direct support to students within the 
Homeland Security degree program and to all 
NPS personnel. Eventually, this HSDL will be 
open to a much wider audience.  Accessible 
through this Library are a database of       
thousands of documents focused on homeland 
security, additional searchable databases, and 
numerous news sources.  Included in this 
unique collection are many maritime related 
resources, and more are added almost daily. 
    The Knox Library is in the process of    
creating a classified digital library, complete 
with SIPRNET access.  As a precursor to the 
classified library, plans are underway to    
develop a subject oriented webpage that will 
pull together and link to useful sites and  
documents already on the SIPRNET.   
    If you know of good resources or web sites 
that should be included on this site, or for  
additional information on the 
classified MDP Digital      
Library project or the HSDL, 
please contact Greta E. Marlatt 
at gmarlatt@nps.edu.      
A Word from the MDP-TF Intern, LT Bruce Martin, Marina Department of Public Safety 
The Naval Postgraduate School Maritime Domain Protection Task Force Threat and Vulner-
ability Symposium Report was completed 30 September.  The report summarizes findings 
from the 15-17 June Threat and Vulnerability Assessment Symposium held at the Naval   
Postgraduate School.   
      One of the goals of the June Symposium was to foster an extensive “network of networks” 
among government, military, and the private sector, as an initial outreach to stakeholders in 
maritime domain protection issues.  Approximately forty personnel from diverse organizations 
and fifteen representatives from NPS and the Naval War College shared their time and      
expertise. 
      The three day event was dedicated to identifying threats and dangers to U.S. security, 
matching threats to vulnerabilities, improving methods for assessing threats, and envisioning a 
“future and forward” look at maritime domain awareness.  The final portion of the symposium 
was dedicated to panel-driven and discussion-oriented vignettes, in which conference atten-
dees were broken into two groups and given the task of dealing with several scenarios which 
threaten U.S. interests in the maritime domain. 
      The report is classified SECRET NOFORN.  Both the report and briefings are available 
via SIPRNET. If you are interested in viewing the report or briefings, please provide your 
SIPRNET address to CAPT Steven Ashby, USN (ashbysb@nps.navy.smil.mil).    
      Many thanks to all involved with putting together the report, in particular, Professors R. 
Mitchell Brown and Paul Shemella and Mr. Will Costello.  
THREAT AND  
VULNERABILITY  
SYMPOSIUM REPORT 
Participation in the August MDP Symposium 
guided me to re-focus my research on current 
local, possibly regional, issues  related to law 
enforcement, firefighting policies, and     
national security matters. The need for an 
integrated system, or at least better          
integration, between DoD, Federal, State and 
local authorities, particularly related to MDP 
issues, is clear.  Individually, we have     
inadequate resources and no coordinated, 
local emergency plan(s) to handle crises at 
major tourist draws or significant power in-
stallations. This could impact traffic      
movement and delivery of critical power.  I 
anticipate that my final project will help  
develop an effective policy to provide the 
necessary security and adequate response 
from properly trained personnel in such 
emergencies. Direct collaboration with   
members of the MDP-TF would yield excel-
lent results, and could   ultimately include a 
table-top Public Safety War Game exercise 
with the Naval War  College, followed by 
analysis of the responses.   
